IV.

THE HANSA FIGHTS.

WHOEVER looks on the old Schiitting at Lubeck,
the building whence the herring fishers were wont to
start upon their voyages, and notes its armorial
bearings, three herrings upon a plain gold shield,
should go back mentally a few centuries and call
to mind the fact that the badge of this fish is the
emblem of a might which many a time set forth from
this spot bent upon commerce or needful warfare,
and which for generations exercised great power over
Northern Europe.

The district of Scania, which forms the southern-
most portion of the present land of Sweden, was
until 1658 almost exclusively the property of Den-
mark. The Danes, a turbulent and maritime people,
had in the early times of our era been converted to
Christianity at the point of the sword by the
emperors of Germany, and during the loth and nth
centuries these emperors exercised a recognized
suzerainty over the Danish kings. Hence German
traders easily obtained privileges among a people
who were by no means inclined to commerce them-
selves, but who welcomed none the less eagerly the